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“I worked with such an amazing mentor and research team. I
wouldn’t want [SCRI] any other way” 

– Brynna Izquierdo



The Summer Cancer Research Institute (SCRI) is an 8-week intensive summer program supported by the National
Cancer Institute U54 grants (CA221704 and CA221705; Contact PIs: Drs: Ma and Ogunwobi) to Temple University,
Fox Chase Cancer Center and Hunter College. Trainees benefit from hands-on research training, mentorship from

established investigators,and participation in cancer seminars and skill-building workshops.
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Dr. Grace Ma speaking with SCRI trainees about the
SPEECH partnership and related projects

Dr. Carolyn Fang  discusses  population health with SCRI
trainees

SCRI trainees pose with Dr. Xavier Graña after a lecture
on cancer biology

SCRI trainees learn about science communication
strategies during an American Association for the

Advancement of Science Workshop



Gaitree Boojraj - Hunter College
Mentor: Nora Engel, PhD

“My mentor has surprised me by the amount of support she has for me as
well as for her lab. It is inspirational. Dr. Engel is such a great [role] model to myself.” –

Gaitree Boojraj
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Safiyah Samad- Hunter College
Mentor: Kelly Whelan, PhD

“SCRI has provided valuable research experience. Due to the various
seminars, I have learned a lot about the disparities that exist within the

medical field for different racial/ethnic communities." 
- Safiyah Samad
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Melissa Driscoll & Jen Muse - Hunter College
Mentor: Carmen Sapienza, PhD

“…I feel like there’s been a huge jump in my confidence from the beginning of the program…” – Jen Muse
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“I was able to accomplish far more than I expected. My biggest success was being able to go from
very little lab experience to creating a barcoded pilot library of 24 bacterial DNA samples as well as

complete the first round of PCR for the rest of the 138 samples” – Melissa Driscoll

Melissa Driscoll Jen Muse



Yu Qing Xu - Hunter College
Mentor: Xavier Graña, PhD

“My SCRI experience helped me develop my critical and scientific 
thinking skills, which will help me in the future as a physician-scientist” – Yu Qing Xu
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Timmy Lin - Temple University
Mentor: Grace Ma, PhD

“The biggest success through this experience was submitting an abstract to the upcoming American
Association for Cancer Research [Health Disparities] conference in San Francisco.” - Timmy Lin
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Oluwatoyin Odumuwagun - Hunter College
Mentor: Camille Ragin, PhD

“I have been able to learn about the researcher’s culture, how they think, the underlying protocols generally
utilized in conceiving a research idea and designing an experiment....…I have gained better clarification on

how to navigate future career endeavors through SCRI” – Oluwatoyin Odumuwagun 
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Daniel Wiese - Temple University
Mentors: Kevin Henry, PhD & Shannon Lynch, PhD 

“My participation in the SCRI was an outstanding opportunity to learn more about different fields
in cancer research, meet other scientists and experts as well as to participate in a highly

interesting and impactful project” – Daniel Wiese
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Anna O'Neil - Hunter College
Mentor: Teh Lin, PhD

“The whole experience of being a part of SCRI at Fox Chase Cancer Center was surprising - starting from
the lab that chose to have me, lab members I work with, people I meet at weekly meetings and knowledge

and skills I gain from being a part of this amazing team trying to cure cancer.” –Anna O’Neil
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Brynna Izquierdo - Temple University
Mentor: Jennifer Reese, PhD

“I’m really proud of my
poster and the fact that I was
able to carry out a research

study from start to finish.
The entire process has been

a success and I have
learned so much along

the way.” – Brynna Izquierdo
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At the completion of the SCRI program, trainees had the opportunity to present their projects to mentors and
fellow trainees from Hunter College, Temple University and

Fox Chase Cancer Center. 
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SCRI trainees pose with their certificates of achievement

Carolyn Fang, PhD welcomes the audience to the first
SCRI mini-symposium

Yu Qing Xu, Daniel Wiese and Safiyah Samad cheer on
fellow SCRI trainees 

Brynna Izquierdo presents her work at the 
SCRI mini-symposium
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@REC_U54

TUFCCC_HC Research Education Core
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www.speechregionalpartnership.org

 
Research Education Core Leaders: 

Carolyn Fang, PhD - Fox Chase Cancer Center 
Olorunseun Ogunwobi, MD, PhD - Hunter College 

 
For questions regarding the Research Education Core and any upcoming events, please

contact one of our research coordinators:
Taylor Wood, MPH - taylor.wood@fccc.edu

Cristina Zambrano, BA - Cristina.Zambrano61@myhunter.cuny.edu
 

“I am very grateful and appreciative of this
program and what it has given me. I have an

endless amount of knowledge that I did not have
beforehand. This was a great and fun experience”

– Gaitree Boojraj

 




